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RIVER WARD CITY COUNCILLOR MARIA McRAE’S 
REPORT TO THE  

RIVERSIDE PARK COMMUNITY 
January 8, 2014 

 

Happy New Year! 
I hope that you and your family enjoyed a wonderful Christmas and holiday season. 

Over the next year, I look forward to enjoying time with my husband Paul and our friends and 
family, and to meeting our River Ward neighbours in the community.  It is an honour and a 
privilege to serve you and to work with you to ensure that our community remains a great place 
to live, visit, do business and to raise a family. 

Happy New Year and may 2014 bring health and happiness to you and your family.  

 
Neighbourhood Watch – Looking Out for Each Other 
Community safety remains a top priority of mine.  I have hosted many community walkabouts 
and meetings with the Ottawa Police Service, City staff and Neighbourhood Watch groups to 
discuss community safety and crime prevention in our neighbourhoods.  If you would like me to 
host a meeting with your local Neighbourhood Watch, or if you would like to know if your 
neighbourhood has a Watch, please give my office a call.   
 
If you are interested in learning more about the Neighbourhood Watch program or starting a new 
one in your community, I am hosting an information session for you and your neighbours.  
Please join me and members of the Ottawa Police Service: 
 

DATE:  Thursday, January 23, 2014 
TIME:  7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
PLACE:  Hunt Club-Riverside Park Community Centre, 3320 Paul Anka Drive 

Bus routes 87 and 146  
 

 
Green Bins Love Evergreens: Recycling Your Christmas Tree and Evergreen Boughs 
Christmas trees are collected each week with your regular organics materials. Please remove all 
decorations and plastic wrap, and place the tree and evergreen boughs at your curbside on 
collection day.  You can place your evergreen boughs inside of your green bin too. 
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River Ward Speed Boards – Exclusive Use for Our Ward 
To address community concerns about speeding, I have ensured that speed boards are available 
for exclusive deployment throughout all neighbourhoods in our Ward, year-round.  As you may 
have noticed, the boards display the motorist’s speed.  The boards also capture speed data for 
further review by City Traffic engineers and the Police.  The Police use this data when 
considering proactive enforcement on a street. 
 
If you would like City Traffic engineering staff to assess your street for use of the speed board, 
please give my office a call.   
 
 
Christmas Lights Tour for River Ward Seniors 
On December 13, 2013, I hosted River Ward seniors at my annual Christmas Lights Tour. Thank 
you to everyone who took the time to attend this fun event!  
 
 
PLANNING 101 – Report to Class to Learn More About Land-Use Planning 
Once again, City planning staff will become professors of planning for the evening: 
 

DATE: Thursday, February 27, 2014 
TIME: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
PLACE:  Hunt Club-Riverside Park Community Centre, 3320 Paul Anka Drive 
             Bus routes 87 and 146 

 
SPACE IS LIMITED. If you would like to participate, please call my office to register. 
 
 
Outdoor Skating – A Canadian Tradition 
The winter weather is here!  Lace up your skates and enjoy one of the many outdoor skating 
rinks in our Ward.  River Ward is fortunate to have so many wonderful volunteers who take the 
time to make outdoor skating in our community possible. Have fun at any of these parks: 
 

• Arnott Park: 691 Hartman Crescent 
• Paget Park: 801 Springland Drive 
• Pauline Vanier Park: 1015 Harkness Avenue 

 
Please visit ottawa.ca for a complete list of rink locations.  
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Registration Open for Winter Recreation Programs and Classes  
Winter recreation program registration is underway with most classes beginning this month. The 
City’s online guide, available at Ottawa.ca, will help you browse through hundreds of classes to 
find the perfect one for you or your family. 
 
The City offers a variety of classes and activities, both indoors and out, during the winter 
months. Sign up for skating, skiing, snowshoeing or winter walks. It is an excellent opportunity 
to have fun with your friends outdoors. 
 
If you feel like staying indoors, we have hundreds of classes and activities in our gyms, fitness 
centres, halls, arenas, swimming pools and arts studios. Why not try pottery, martial arts, yoga, 
ballroom dancing, painting, basketball, Tai Chi, indoor cycling, dog obedience, strength training, 
or guitar lessons – there is something for everyone. 
 
You can register online at ottawa.ca, by telephone at 613-580-2588, or in-person at any 
recreation or cultural facility during regular business hours.  
 
 
Snow Go and Snow Go Assist: Providing Winter Weather Assistance 
Winters in Ottawa can bring heavy snow and freezing rain which can make it difficult to keep 
private driveways and walkways clean and safe. 
 
The Snow Go Program is a matching service that helps seniors and persons with disabilities find 
reliable and affordable snow removal services to clear snow from private driveways and 
walkways.  The Snow Go Assist Program provides financial assistance to eligible low-income 
seniors or persons with disabilities to assist with their snow removal costs. 
 
If you are interested in either of these programs, please call my office. 
 

Overnight Parking Restrictions – Be in the Know About Snow 
Winter overnight parking regulations are in effect from November 15 to April 1. No parking is 
permitted on City streets from 1 to 7AM when 7 cm or more

 

 snow is forecast in the Ottawa 
area. Vehicles that remain parked on the street during an overnight parking restriction may be 
ticketed and could be towed. 

Planned snow removal can occur during the day or night, even if no snow is in the forecast.  
Temporary, no parking-snow removal signs are placed in snow banks just prior to a planned 
removal. 
 
You can sign up for Winter Parking e-Alerts to receive e-Alerts or Twitter notifications about 
overnight parking bans.  You will receive notification each time an overnight parking restriction 
is in effect, if the restriction continues over more than one night and when the restriction is lifted. 
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Tobogganing and Sledding Safety 
Winter recreational activities are plentiful in Canada’s Capital. Popular winter activities include 
sledding and tobogganing. Unfortunately, every year hundreds of people are injured and may 
require medical attention.  

Ottawa Public Health (“OPH”) wants everyone to have fun in the snow but reminds us that risks 
do exist.  Here are a few OPH tips for staying safe while tobogganing and sledding this winter: 
 
Do… 

• Check the weather and physical conditions of the hill to ensure its safe 
• Select a hill with a gentle slope and plenty of room to stop 
• Sled during daylight, and if you’re out at night don’t slide unless the hill is well lit 
• Choose a sled or toboggan that is easy to control 
• Wear a CSA helmet 
• Accompany any child under five on the toboggan 
• Keep an eye out for oncoming sledders and quickly get out of the way at the 

bottom 
• Climb back up the hill by keeping to the side 

 
Don’t… 

• Use hills that are closed, have signs that they are unsafe, or have too many 
obstacles 

• Use hills that are too steep or too icy 
• Build ramps and jumps 
• Attempt to stop the toboggan with your hand and feet if you lose control 
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New Flu Vaccine Clinics Added 
To provide even more options for residents who want to protect themselves and their loved ones 
against the seasonal flu, Ottawa Public Health (OPH) has added two new flu vaccine clinics this 
week and expanded the hours of clinics for children under age five and their immediate family. 
 
The new and expanded flu shot clinics are in response to increased demand for flu immunization 
from Ottawa residents. The seasonal flu vaccine is safe and the most effective way to protect 
yourself and your loved ones from the flu virus. Influenza activity in the region has been similar 
to flu activity usually seen at this time of year.  
 
Residents who want to be immunized against the flu can visit many participating local 
pharmacies and walk-in clinics, their doctor’s office or OPH clinics. All the options are listed at 
ottawa.ca/flu. 
 
OPH Clinics (General public including children, no appointment necessary): 
 

Saturday, January 11 
Mary Pitt Centre 
100 Constellation Crescent 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
Saturday, January 11 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School  
1515 Tenth Line Road 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

Flu shot clinics for children under five and their immediate families by appointment only at 100 
Constellation Crescent: 

• Thursday January 9 
• Tuesday January 14 
• Thursday January 16 

 

Parents of children under five can make an appointment by calling Ottawa Public Health at 613-
580-6744. Residents are reminded that pharmacists cannot administer the vaccine to children 
under the age of five. 
 
Along with getting the flu shot and to keep you and your family healthy, it's important to 
remember these three things:  

• Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue or your arm, not your hand 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water or use hand sanitizer 
• Stay at home and away from crowds if you are sick 

 
For more information, please visit ottawa.ca/flu or call the Ottawa Public Health Information 
Line at 613-580-6744 (TTY: 613-580-9656). You can also connect with OPH on Facebook, 
Twitter (@ottawahealth), Tumblr or Pinterest. 
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Safer Roads Ottawa Program 
January 2014 Initiatives 
The City of Ottawa and the Ottawa Police Service’s Selective Traffic Enforcement Program 
(STEP) will focus on following too close and stop sign violations during the month of January 
as part of its ongoing commitment to keeping Ottawa’s roads safe. 
 
Following Too Close 
Between 2007 and 2011, following too close was the cause of 24,487 traffic collisions, 6,872 
injuries and eight fatalities.  
 
Stop Sign Violations 
Between 2008 and 2012, there were 3,383 collisions involving drivers who failed to stop at stop 
signs. These collisions resulted in 998 injuries and six fatalities. 
 
December 2013 Initiatives 
The City of Ottawa and the Ottawa Police Service’s Selective Traffic Enforcement Program 
(STEP) focused on impaired driving and speeding during the month of December. 
 
November 2013 Initiatives and Results 
The City of Ottawa and the Ottawa Police Service’s Selective Traffic Enforcement Program 
(STEP) focused on red light running and unsafe lane changes during the month of November 
resulting in 470 charges being laid, 324 for red light running and 146 unsafe lane changes. 
 
The Safer Roads Ottawa Program is a leading community partnership between Ottawa Fire 
Services, Ottawa Paramedic Service, Ottawa Police Service, Ottawa Public Health and the Public 
Works Department committed to preventing or eliminating road deaths and serious injuries for all 
people in the City of Ottawa, through culture change, community engagement, and development of 
a sustainable safe transportation environment. 
 
Also participating in the Safer Roads Ottawa Program are the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP), Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), Sureté du Québec, Department of National Defence’s 
Military Police and Gatineau Police Service to improve road safety for all residents of the 
national capital region. 
 
 
Your Strong Voice at City Hall 
As always, I appreciate hearing from you and encourage you to keep in touch with me as it 
allows me to serve you better.  It is an honour and a privilege being your strong voice at City 
Hall. 
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