
MEETING MINUTES
Riverside Park Community Association

Wednesday, 8 June, 2022
Location: Via Zoom

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Kate at 7:05PM. She introduced the board members. The following
board members were present:

Kate Cathrae, President
Travis Croken, Vice-President

Dave Coyle, Director

Roisin West, Director
Kevin Wolfe, Director
Terry Wood, Director

Katarina Descher, Director

2. Land Acknowledgement and Introductory Statement

Kate acknowledged the unceded land of the Algonquin Anishinaabe on which the meeting took place.

Kate also encouraged the attendees to renew their membership. The links are available on the website.

Kate also reviewed meeting procedures and encouraged collaborative and harassment-free participation.

3. Adoption of the Agenda

Terry moved to add a brief oral report on transportation, traffic safety and transit.

Ro moved to adopt the agenda as amended and was seconded by Terry.

Motion carried.

4. Receipt of Minutes of the April 6th, 2022 Board Meeting

Ro moved to accept the minutes of the April 6th, 2022 Board Meeting. It was seconded by Dave.

Motion carried.
5. Councilor’s report and Q&A

https://riversidepark.ca


5.1. The detail of the Councilor’s updates is available in his report.

5.1.1. The Councilor started by touching upon issues brought up at the last meeting. He confirmed there are no
plans to relocate the Mooney’s Bay Trilium line station. He then informed his office is preparing a map of wild
parsnip hotspot areas (not ready in time for the meeting) in Riverside Park. He finally confirmed that the gravel in
the hydro corridor will be removed at the end of the work.

5.1.2. Councilor Brockington then explained that he has many questions for Hydro Ottawa following the May power
outages and that he prepared a motion with Councilor King, asking the Mayor to ask for improvements from Hydro
Ottawa, including local communication (customised to neighbourhoods), integrating hydro’s communication into the
city’s communication, accelerating the modernisation of the smart grid, understanding the vulnerabilities of existing
infrastructure and timeline to improve them, and finally better logistical planning

5.1.3. The Councilor then gave updates on development in the neighbourhood.

5.1.3.1. On the Birgil Developments, he noted that they have committed to revise their plans to reduce
the height of a building on the east side, reduce the number of buildings and increase the height of the
tower, amongst other things. The Councilor will share the plan with stakeholders once confirmed.

5.1.3.2. On the Confederation Heights Master Plan, the Councilor informed of public sessions and invited
the public to visit their website for information. He noted that it will be about four years before the design
is finalised, but this will be a mixed used, residential/commercial, transit-oriented 15-minute
neighbourhood.

5.1.3.3. He then informed that the Walkley Road Pilot project has started and will last three weeks to
capture data. A final design will be developed later this year.

5.1.3.4. He then mentioned that the Mooney’s Bay Child Care centre officially opened.

5.1.3.5. THe Councilor confirmed that the Walkley Road Kiss and Ride will go ahead on the side lawn of
the hotel. It will not be the fulsome design originally foreseen, but will provide an opportunity for vehicles
to get out of the through lane to drop off passengers. It will be built this year.

5.1.4. Councilor Brockington then reviewed summer planning and other activities, including the opening of beaches
and wading pools, splash pads, tennis courts, etc. Details available in his report.

5.1.5. The Councilor then briefly reviewed the city’s wild parsnip strategy and warned of the dangers of this
invasive plant whose sap can burn people’s skin. He encouraged people to report its presence to 311.

5.1.6. The Councilor informed about the city’s replacement of aged water meters. This is a legitimate and free
service.

5.1.7. The Councilor then shared information on six months of free transit for refugees who just arrived in Ottawa.
Details on eligibility and the programme in general are available in his report.

5.1.8. He then circulated break and enter prevention tips shared by OPS. He stressed that summer is prime time
for thieves to steal from open garages, take unattended bicycles, go through unlocked vehicles, get into homes
through unlocked patio doors.



5.1.9. He then noted that some tree planting programmes have been delayed until the fall as the city recovers from
the storm, highlighting that Mooney’s Bay park lost a number of large trees. Plans to plant new ones will be
announced at a later date.

5.1.10. The Councilor then reviewed upcoming activities in Riverside Park and nearby. Including shows by the
Company of Fools (since then cancelled) and summer festivals, including related parking restrictions.

5.2. Q&A session:

5.2.1. Terry highlighted that following the storm, the Councillor's reports were the only information that many
neighbours received and that many people who lost power had no success getting in touch with Hydro Ottawa. On
the kiss and ride, Terry asked why it was built as temporary. Finally on the pilot project, he noted that early
indicators show it is a huge success in terms of slowing traffic and making the street safer. In terms of metrics, he
asked whether traffic counting was done before the pilot and is being done during. He noted that this pilot project
will be featured on CBC News. The Councilor responded that he wished he could do more following the storm and
agreed that significant flaws in working with Hydro Ottawa have been identified, especially as he was not able to
get clear information from them on which streets were affected. On the kiss and ride, he indicated that it will be
temporary as Walkley Road will eventually be redesigned, even though there is no timeline for that. As for the pilot
project, data was collected prior to the launch, and will continue at rush hour throughout the three week period.
The data should be available shortly after the pilot is done.

5.2.2. Bob reacted to the discussion on the pilot project, noting that traffic has slowed down, particularly during
rush hour. He added that it is also quieter, easier to cross the street, and that cyclists seem to be using the
dedicated lane. He asked the Councilor if these changes could be implemented sooner than 2024. The Councilor
suggested questions on advancing the work be raised in September when initial designs are presented to the
public by city officials. The cost associated with these changes should be minimal.

5.2.3. Craig agreed with the benefits of the pilot project, but argued these come at a cost, including traffic issues
around the LRT station and that the pilot project is promoting aggressive behaviour in some areas. The Councilor
stressed that as soon as possible, lane reductions will be pushed back around the LRT station. He added that his
main concern is with sightlines when approaching McCarthy. With regards to the storm, Carolyn thanked the
Councilor for his reports, which helped her spread information to other wards.

5.2.4. Ro asked the Councilor to include a mention on making sure that the needs of disabled residents are met in
the motion was bringing forward regarding hydro outages. They also expressed surprise that Hydro Ottawa did not
have a crisis communication plan in place in case of such an event. The Councilor noted that in addition to his
motion, the General Manager of Emergency Services confirmed that there would be a post mortem on the city’s
response and role where he would be able to address such issues.

5.2.5. Back on the Walkley Road lane reduction pilot project, Jamieson expressed some concern on the lane
reduction could lead to cars holding traffic when turning on Walkley. The Councilor assured that there would be a
middle turning lane that should help solve this problem. Kate noted that this response addressed similar comments
in the chat. Terry added that in the context of the expansion of the airport parkway, there is a traffic safety study
being done for West Walkley Road.

5.2.6. From a question in the chat, Kate asked the Councilor when large trees would be removed. He responded
that the initial timeline was 2 to 4 weeks and that there would be 2 passes for smaller yard waste.

6. Board reports



6.1. Planning committee (full report available on the website)

6.1.1. Ro updated on the official plan which remains in limbo as it did not receive the approval of the provincial
government. Ro added that residents can still give feedback on the Transportation Master Plan (deadline 30 June)
and Infrastructure Master Plan (deadline 15 June).

6.1.2. Moving on to Confederation Heights, Ro gave an update on the June 9th session that will start with a
presentation by the Canada Lands Company and then turn into a workshop discussion. The CLC is also in the
process of redesigning Tunney’s Pasture.

6.1.3. On greenspaces, Ro mentioned a by-law review and replacement on parkland dedication. They noted an
upcoming information session on 16 June. Ro also highlighted the upcoming Ecology Ottawa Tree giveaways.

6.1.4. Ro then gave an update on their work on the community survey they’ve been working on. They got feedback
from the board members and a link to the draft survey is available in the full report. Next steps will including
meeting with the planning committee, finalising the questions and distributing the survey through QR codes posted
on mailboxes throughout the neighbourhood. The goal is to make sure the survey reaches a representative group
of residents, and Ro noted the need to engage with community hubs.

6.1.5. Q&A session

6.1.5.1 Terry raised the issue of ghost hotels. He reiterated that under the new regime for B&Bs, to legally
rent out a home, you have to be the principal owner and be a resident in that property. Terry
recommended that residents living near ghost hotels report them to the Councilor and place a complaint
with the city. The Councilor noted that he is aware of the address on Garwood avenue. The city passed
this licensing regime to stop investors from owning multiple homes for short term renting.

6.1.5.2 Diane asked about the timeline for the community survey and how the data collected would be
protected. Ro responded that they hope to launch the survey in July and wrap it up by the end of the
summer. There will also be a privacy disclaimer at the start of the survey explaining how the data will be
used and all the data will be anonymous.

6.1.6. Terry moved to approve the report. It was seconded by Travis.

Motion carried.

6.2. Financial Report

6.2.1. Kevin noted that most of the spending is now done for the rest of the year. The only difference with next year
is that the Community Association did not do any fundraising at events. Rinks revenue will be slightly up and
membership should remain similar. Rink expenses were lower, donations were also lower.

6.2.2. Kevin then announced that the format would change with a specific budget dedicated to target areas. This
would mean the Association would have to reflect on how it plans on spending its money ahead of time.

6.2.3. Q&A

6.2.3.1 Kate asked if the grant was reflected in the budget.



6.2.3.2. Craig asked whether the $800 for the mural project were reflected in the budget. Kate responded
that as the mural was not yet installed, the project is not wrapped yet.

6.2.4. Ro moved to approve the report. It was seconded by Dave.
Motion carried

6.3. Transportation and Traffic Safety and Transit Committee report

6.3.1. Terry’s oral report focused on the Transportation Master Plan and traffic safety in the Mooney’s Bay area. On
the TMP, Terry noted that the on-going survey focused on the evaluation criteria for road transit projects. In this
context, Terry informed that there would be a consultation meeting on 16 June. Terry then discussed the approval
process for the TMP, highlighting that it would be approved in parts, the first of which (focusing on policy) should
have been approved in the Spring but was delayed until early 2023. The second part will be the origin-destination
study, which will be going ahead in the fall. This will be the data on which the city will be able to make
evidence-based policy decisions. The third part, on the Capital infrastructure budget is also delayed until late
2023/early 2024. Terry welcomed the prospect of having the results of the origin-destination study at the time a
decision would be taken on the policy leg of the TMP.

6.3.2. Since the April meeting, there have been several expressions of concern about traffic safety in the Mooney’s
Bay area. Terry noted these concerns are not new, but that with the return of festivals in the summer, and in the
longer term with the new development in the area, traffic safety in that area should a priority for the Community
Association moving forward.

7. Board business

7.1. Company of Fools

7.1.1. Travis stated that the Company of Fools is coming to the General Vanier Park. This is not an RPCA activity
but the Association was invited to the event. Travis suggested that the RPCA be present to greet people and sign
up new members. Travis, Katerina, Dave and Terry all intended to be there.

7.1.2. Kate asked what kind of materials the RPCA has for this kind of event. The Association has a tent and
banner as well as registration forms. Carolyn asked about plans in case of rain. Councilor Brockington said that in
other communities, they try to coordinate multiple other activities at the same time as events by the Company of
Fools as it guarantees a large audience. Given the uncertainty of how many people will show up, Terry suggested
that the RPCA limits its involvement to being present and greeting/signing up new members.

7.2. Planters on Walkley

7.2.1. Katerina offered to lead on the planters and Dave offered to support it. Katerina asked for the permission to
move ahead with the planting. Kate shared a mockup of the budget with Katerina that presumed that there would
be sponsorship and she wasn’t sure the RPCA would be willing to spend that amount every year. Travis suggested
contacting local real estate agents for sponsorship. It was also discussed that watering for the planters would be
on the RPCA. Travis suggested whether the RPCA could put a call out to neighbours to contribute with seedlings
and flowers.

7.3. All Candidates Meeting

7.3.1. Dave explained how he managed to put together, with the FCA and other community associations, the



meeting with the provincial election candidates. The event was hybrid and not three candidates showed up
covering the Ottawa South area. It was broadcasted on YouTube. Dave added that with this experience he is now
comfortable with organising hybrid meetings for the RPCA. Other Community Associations are looking at going
that way. Travis also offered to help. Terry recommended going to a hybrid format in the fall, but avoiding anything
that could be construed as political mobilisation.

7.4. Mural Installation

7.4.1. Kate informed that the mural installation is still stalled. Dave said Brigil assigned the installation of the mural
to a contractor and that things stalled there.

7.6. Policy on Financial Contributions

7.6.1.  Travis informed that there is progress on this but it is not ready to be presented yet.

7.7. Rinks Manager

7.7.1. Kate noted that Andrew resigned from the position. She was able to find another interested person. The rink
manager will not have to serve on the board, meaning there will be another vacancy to fill on the board. This is a
critical role for the RPCA. Kate will put Kevin in contact with the volunteer.

8. New Business

8.1. The scheduled update on the dog park did not happen as neither Eric nor Cathie were present.

9. Announcements

9.1. Kate reminded everyone that there will be an Invasive species identification and removal workshop given by OSEAN on
July 4th at the Brookfield High School. Brookfield has a student club working on invasive species and an expert will come to
teach them on how to identify and correctly remove invasive species. The focus of the workshop will be dog strangling vine.

9.2. AOB

9.2.1. Ro asked whether the board could start thinking about an emergency preparedness plan for the board and
community, reflecting how the RPCA could serve the community in case of emergency, as a beacon of information
and a hub of resources. Kate noted that after the tornado, Councilor Brockington started a training program. Terry
added that the Councilor had circulated a manual, and that after the tornado there was a recognition that the
RPCA had to do more in terms of emergency preparedness. The board agreed to start by looking at the
Councilor’s manual and Ro suggested doing an analysis of what the community did well after the storm and where
there are opportunities and threats going forward.

9.2.2. Kate stressed that she does not intend to continue on as President and asked board members to reflect on
how they see their role within the board. Terry added that succession planning should be on the agenda for the
September meeting. Elections would be at the October meeting. Eleonor thanked the board for their work.



8. Next Meeting: Wednesday, September 7th, 2022 – 7:00 p.m.

9. Adjournment

Kate motioned to adjourn, it was seconded by (not specified on the recording).

Motion carried.

END.


