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Dear Members of the Riverside Park Community Association, 
 

March has always been one of my favourite months because it is a month filled with hope.  As we say goodbye to 

winter in a few weeks and welcome spring, the sunshine will become more bountiful and our thoughts will be 

focused on getting outside more and more. 

Council approved the 2023 City Budget on March 1, 2023.  There is significant investment in River Ward and I will 

release a special e-newsletter by mid-month to share the details. 

Please reach out any time, my team and I are here to serve you. 

Stay safe, Stay well 
 
Riley Brockington 

 

BUDGET MOTION PASSED RE: OPL PROGRAMMING 

On March 1, the following motion was approved by City Council: 

Moved by / Motion de:            Councillor R. Brockington 

Seconded by / Appuyée par:  Councillor M. Luloff 

BE IT RESOLVED that, as a result of greater investment in community development described in the 

Ottawa Public Library (OPL) 2023 Budget, City Council request that the Ottawa Public Library Board 

direct its staff to initiate the activities of the community development function in Ward 16 - River Ward, 

meeting with the Councillor and community association leaders to discuss priorities and to consider 

input regarding the expansion of OPL programming and services in the area. 

This follows my February 23 appearance at the Ottawa Library Board meeting, that focused on the 2023 

Budget.  At that meeting, I requested a $100,000 budget line to focus on expanding OPL services in River 

Ward and to be based out of, but not limited to, the Alexander CC in Carlington and Hunt Club Riverside Park 

CC in the south end of the ward. 

What transpired over the next few days with the CEO, Chair and Mayor’s Office is the motion noted above.  I 

look forward to hosting a consultation session this spring. 
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Airport Parkway Widening Update 

 

As discussions among local City Councillors continue regarding the Airport Parkway Widening, there was 

agreement in February to pursue an option to advance a number of beneficial components of the project, that 

could be financed from funds already accrued to date and maintain the existing timelines for the widening of 

the Airport Parkway, now slated to begin construction in 2027. 

As a result, at the February 23 meeting of the Transportation Committee, a motion was moved by Vice Chair 

Catherine Kitts to advance a number of projects such as the western MUP, off-ramp, roundabout, modifications 

to the Walkley Bridge over the Parkway and Walkley Road modifications to improve safety and provide 

permanent calming features. The 2023 Budget has over $21 million set aside for these components. 

At the City Council meeting of March 1, Council endorsed the recommendation stemming from the Committee, 

which also includes time to complete the Transportation Master Plan and study the impacts of a reopened 

Trillium Line for at least two full years of operation.  I amended the Committee motion at the Council meeting, 

placing special emphasis on Walkley Road and the need to provide ample time to complete the design with 

public input factored in. 

Copies of the two motions may be found here: 

February 23 Motion – Transportation Committee 

Moved by / Motion de: Councillor / Conseillère C. Kitts 

WHEREAS the 2023 Draft Budget includes partial funding for the widening of the Airport Parkway with additional 

budget to follow in subsequent years to fully fund the project; and  

WHEREAS the scope of the project includes the widening of the Airport Parkway 

from two to four lanes between Brookfield Road and Hunt Club Road, the construction of a new southbound off-

ramp at Walkley Road and a roundabout intersection, complete street modifications to Walkley Road between the 

off-ramp and McCarthy Road, and a new multi-use pathway along the west side of the Parkway; and 

WHEREAS the Trillium Line extension, which runs parallel to the planned Airport Parkway widening, is planned to 

come online in 2023; and  

WHEREAS it would be beneficial to establish a strong ridership before implementing the full scope of the Airport 

Parkway widening project; and 

WHEREAS the 2023 Budget request for the Airport Parkway is primarily for the design and construction of the 

Walkley off-ramp, but also includes traffic mitigation on Walkley from the off-ramp to McCarthy, a protected 

intersection at McCarthy, and new active transportation measures on the Walkley overpass; and 

WHEREAS to allow for ridership on the expanded Trillium Line to establish, a phased implementation approach 

should be considered for this project; and  



 

WHEREAS the need for the elements noted above as well as the new multi-use pathway should be designed and 

constructed in the first phase of this project and within the current projected timeline; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the funding in the Draft 2023 Budget and subsequent budgets (as needed) be 

applied to the Walkley off-ramp, traffic mitigation on Walkley from the off-ramp to McCarthy, a protected intersection 

at McCarthy, new active transportation measures on the Walkley overpass, and the new multi-use pathway along 

the west side of the Parkway, and that these project components move forward for Committee and Council’s 

consideration as currently planned, including the completion of the detailed design for the entire project; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that funding beyond the 2023 Budget, specifically for the construction of the widening 

of the Airport Parkway, between Brookfield Drive and Hunt Club Road, be deferred until the TMP update is 

completed, and after the Trillium Line is operational for two years. 

March 1 Motion – City Council 

Moved by / Motion de: Councillor R. Brockington 

Seconded by / Appuyée par: Councillor C. Kitts 

WHEREAS, at the February 23, 2023, meeting of the Transportation Committee, a motion was approved to defer 

funding for the widening of the Airport Parkway until after the Transportation Master Plan has been approved by 

Council and the Trillium Line has completed 2 full years of service, following its 2023 re-opening; and 

WHEREAS the motion referred to a number of initiatives that can be undertaken before the Parkway is widened 

including the southbound Walkley Road off-ramp and traffic mitigation measures on Walkley Road; and 

WHEREAS the final design process is required on the Walkley Road modifications prior to construction; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following clause be added to the motion approved by Committee: 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that staff continue to engage with the local community and Ward Councillor on the 

final design process specifically relating to the Walkley Road project, including solutions on mitigating negative 

traffic impacts as a result of the off-ramp from the Airport Parkway and proposed modifications to Walkley Road. 

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT  

655-755 Anand Pvt (Ellwood Central)  

The purpose built apartment buildings located at 655-755 Anand Pvt have completed construction. They are 

currently leasing units to residents. They expect to have a formal opening later this spring. 

CITY OF OTTAWA 

Free Public Transit for Children 12 and Under 

The Transit Commission (February meeting) and City Council (March 1 meeting) endorsed my proposal to offer free 

transit, on a permanent basis, to children aged 12 and under. 



 

Last year, baby steps were taken to increase free coverage from ages 0-5 to 0-7.  In line with transit agencies 

across Canada and to expose younger riders to public transit, Council agreed with this policy change to be financed 

from a recently renewed fuel hedging contract, which realized savings. 

Free transit for passengers aged 8-12 will commence on July 1, 2023. 

Vacant Unit Tax declaration deadline - March 16 

The March 16 deadline is quickly approaching for those residential property owners who have not submitted their 

declaration. If a declaration is not filed – even if it is a principal residence – it will be deemed vacant and the VUT will 

be applied. 

An online declaration takes less than five minutes to complete. Visit ottawa.ca/vut, click Submit Declaration, and 

input the roll number and access code found on your VUT information notice or last year’s property tax bill. All 

residential property owners must provide some basic information on the occupancy of their property, even if it is 

their principal residence. 

Residents registered with MySeviceOttawa can go directly to the declaration from their property tax account. 

Alternate and accessible declarations options are available 

The City has set up declaration options for residents who require accessibility-related support and for those without 

access to the internet or digital devices – like computers, tablets and other hand-held devices: 

 

Call Revenue Services at 613-580-2444 and select option 3 to complete a declaration over the phone or to book an 

in-person appointment at the Mary Pitt Centre at 100 Constellation Drive. 

Call 613-580-2400 to contact the City using Canada Video Relay Service. The service uses the internet and mobile 

phone technology to connect the caller with real-time sign language interpretation. 

Learn more about the Vacant Unit Tax at ottawa.ca/vut. 

Potholes 

Given the unseasonably warm temperatures for this time of year, the City has  sprung into action to address what is 

inevitable with this type of weather pattern, pothole repairs. 

Since January, Ottawa has seen all sorts of weather – it started off with freezing rain early in the month, the middle 

of month brought back-to-back snowfall events, snow squalls, temperatures above zero, and then more freezing rain 

and rain. We know this winter season will wreak havoc on our roads, sidewalks and winter cycling network as the 

freeze / thaw cycles take hold this month, bringing with it an increased number of potholes. 

Report a pothole on the road 



 

Please call 3-1-1 or you may submit and online report at the following link: Report a pothole on the road 

Rideau River Flood Control Operations 
 

Every year, the City of Ottawa works in partnership with the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority to prepare for its 

annual Rideau River Flood Control operations. The annual operations are carried out before spring in an effort to 

mitigate the risk of flooding in communities that abut the Rideau River. These operations are officially underway! 

 
A Tiered Approach 

 

Rideau River Flood Control (RRFC) is a multifaceted operation that requires extensive planning and coordination. In 

a typical RRFC season, work begins with the mobilization of the Rideau River Flood Control team – a select group 

of highly skilled and trained professionals – whose first task is to gather and prepare the equipment that will be used 

throughout the operations. Next, the team begins to remove snow from the ice before test holes are drilled at 

several locations throughout the river corridor. Once the test holes are drilled, keys are then cut into the surface to 

create long and thin strips of ice that will eventually move down the river and through the falls. As ice makes its way 

down stream, blasting will be done in strategic and pre-determined locations – such as in close proximity of bridges 

– to prevent ice from accumulating and blocking the waterflow. Finally, the amphibious excavator will be deployed to 

help break away any ice that remains on the Rideau River. 

This tiered approach has been in place for decades. However, this season operations are going to look considerably 

different. 

 
A Unique Rideau River Flood Control Season is Upon Us 

 

The ice on the Rideau River is in a condition like we have never seen it before, and our operations have already 

taken notice. 

 

At this stage of the season, the cutting of the keys would have been completed and we would now be getting ready 

for scheduled ice-blasting. However, findings from our latest test holes showed that the ice was dangerously thin 

and made it unsafe for the RRFC team to deploy its key cutting equipment onto the ice. In an effort to keep staff 

safe, we adjusted our operations and consequently removed key cutting activities from this year’s operations. 

 

If this would have been a typical season, next on the docket would have been our scheduled ice blasting operations. 

But as I mentioned, we are looking at unprecedented conditions and so naturally, we’ve adjusted our blasting 

activities in accordance with the patterns we are seeing out on the Rideau River. 

 
Controlled Ice Blasting 

 

For the first year on record, there is no ice near the falls out in the forebay. While ice can be seen further down the 

river corridor, it remains dangerously thin which limits our ability to go out onto the ice. We are currently navigating 

https://so311.serviceottawa.ca/selfserve/?reqId=2000164&lang=en&form=Road_Maint_Surface.Pothole


 

uncharted conditions, but the risk of flooding remains and so blasting may occur – but not as we have seen in 

previous years. 

 

We are keeping the closest eye on the rapidly changing ice conditions and the rate at which the river water is 

flowing, especially near bridges or in areas where the river narrows. Should an area become at risk, we will perform 

unscheduled blasting operations in an effort to break the ice, allowing it to continue its course down the river 

corridor. 

 

AROUND RIVER WARD 

Hunt Club Riverside Park Community Centre 

Spring Registered Programs 

Hop into spring by registering for a City of Ottawa spring 2023 program. Browse online Home | Register Ottawa | 

Inscription Ottawa (activecommunities.com) for your favourite activity or take up something new. Registration for 

programs begins on Wednesday, March 8 at 9 pm. 

New Drop in Programs 

Check out our NEW drop-in schedule online: Hunt Club-Riverside Park Community Centre | City of Ottawa 

• Kindergym 

• Open Gym-Family 

• Open Gym-Adult 

• Volleyball 

• Basketball 

Drop-in Prices: 

• Adult $4.75 

• Child, youth, student, household/family (per person) $3 

• Senior $4.50 

Memberships 

The community centre offers group fitness and cardio weight room memberships. More information can be found 

online Sports and fitness | City of Ottawa or visit our front desk. 

Healthy You Program – South East Ottawa 

Join South East Ottawa for a 6 week virtual healthy lifestyle program. (Sign language interpretation by the Canadian 

Hearing Services) 

March 16: Class 1: Introduction, The Truth About Dieting 
March 30: Class 2: Being Active, Self Care, Mindfulness 
April 13: Class 2 Nutrition Basics 
April 27: Food Skills Part 1 – Meal Planning 
May 11: Food Skills Part 2 – Label Reading 
May 25: Class 6 – Bringing it all together 

https://ottawa.ca/en/recreation-and-parks/recreation-facilities/facility-listing/hunt-club-riverside-park-community-centre
https://ottawa.ca/en/recreation-and-culture/sports-and-fitness


 

Where: Zoom 

Cost: Free 

Registration:  
 
Anette Charron, Dietician. South East Ottawa – annettec@seochc.on.ca 

Lisa Gagnon, GSS Counsellor, CHS – Lgagnon@chs.ca 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

River Ward’s March Movie Day 

March 26 | 1 pm Refreshments served | 1:30pm Showtime 

 

I will be hosting River Ward’s March Movie Day, with a community partner on March 26 at 1:00PM. Movie snacks 

will be served. Bring your yoga mats, blankets, pajamas and slippers for ultimate comfort!  

 

Location:       Hunt Club Riverside Park Community Centre 

Address:        3320 Paul Anka Dr 

Feature Film: To be announced 

Hunt Club/Riverside Community Creative Art Club 

Duration  |  February 1  – May 24 2023 

For adults of all ages : bring your thoughts, inspiration, ideas and create with other like minded people from our 

community. Build a strong connection within yourself and with others. 

 

Use a medium that works for you . Paint, Canvas, Wood, Coloured Pencils, and bring your own supplies from home. 

Note: Please no old school oil based paint or toxic materials. 

 

Location:     Hunt Club Riverside Park Community Centre, 3320 Paul Anka Dr 

When:          Every Wednesday from 10 am – Noon 

Cost:           $3 weekly drop in free 

River Ward Easter Breakfast  
April 8 | 9 am 
 
I am hosting Easter Breakfast at the Alexander Community Centre, with our partners at Enbridge serving Pancakes 
and Sausages from 9:00AM – 10:30AM. Saturday morning programming will commence as usual in a shared space.  

When:          April 8 | 9 am  

Where:         Alexander Community Centre, 960 Silver St 

Admission:  Free 

 
River Ward Earth Day 
April 22 l 10 am 



 

 
I am hosting my annual River Ward Earth Day event in Carlington, including an e-waste event and other festivities.  

 
Mothers Day High Tea 
May 13 l 3 pm 

 
I am hosting my second annual Mother’s Day High Tea. Come and enjoy live harp music, good food and great 
company. Please RSVP by May 5. 
 
When: May 13, 3 pm 
Where: 3320 McCarthy Rd (Hunt Club Riverside Park Community Centre) 
RSVP: Courtney.McRury@ottawa.ca 

 
 
Riley Brockington 
March 8, 2023 


