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RIVER WARD CITY COUNCILLOR MARIA McRAE’S 

REPORT TO THE  

RIVERSIDE PARK COMMUNITY 

April 2, 2014 

 
Spring is on its Way! 

It looks like spring is on its way! For those celebrating, I hope that you and your loved ones 

enjoy a Happy Passover and a Happy Easter.  

 

 

Riverside Park Speed Board Locations 

Speed boards were installed on Springland Drive between Mooney’s Bay Place and Flannery 

Drive, as well as Walkley Road between Wexford Way and Thorndale Drive during the month of 

March. 

 

If you would like City Traffic engineering staff to assess your street for use of a speed board, 

please give my office a call.  I have made arrangements for deployment of the speed boards year 

round. 

 

 

Ottawa’s Drinking Water Receives a Perfect Score 
The City of Ottawa’s seven drinking water systems have received a perfect score in Drinking 

Water System inspections conducted by the Ministry of Environment for the period of 2013-

2014.  

 

City Council and staff are committed to providing a reliable supply of safe drinking water to 

Ottawa residents and business, and to delivering excellent water services through responsiveness, 

accountability and innovation. This would not be possible without the diligence and expertise of 

City staff, and I want to thank them for their continued effort to ensure that we are enjoying the 

highest quality water possible. 
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Airport Parkway Pedestrian/Cycling Bridge – April 2, 2014 Update 

The contractor began mobilizing on the work site today (April 2, 2014) and will focus on clean-

up and other preparatory work before proceeding with construction.  Once the site work is 

complete, the contractor will resume with the excavation of the existing formwork, installation of 

the new formwork, and begin the implementation of the new design modifications.  

 

To ensure safety for everyone, relevant traffic signs are now in place and construction zone 

speed limits are set to 60 km/h. 

 

I will keep updating you about this project and I want to assure you that I will continue 

advocating to make certain that this project is built safely and to the highest quality standards.  

   

 

Keeping Ottawa Clean and Green, Litter and Graffiti-Free - Spring Cleaning the Capital 

Slip on your gloves and grab your rake because it’s time for the Annual Spring Cleaning the 

Capital Campaign. Thousands of volunteers register for the spring clean-up every year as their 

way of keeping our community clean and green, litter and graffiti-free.  The spring campaign 

runs from April 15 to May 15, 2014.  

 

Early bird registration began March 15, 2014, so be sure to register before April 14, 2014 to be 

eligible to win an early bird prize! For information on how to register, please visit 

MariaMcRae.ca.  

 

 

Sign Up Now for Spring and Summer Recreation Programs 

It’s time to check out the thousands of classes the City of Ottawa has to offer in the 2014 Spring-

Summer Recreation eGuide. From boot camps to sports, drawing to pottery, and aquafitness to 

yoga, we have spring classes that will keep you active, creative and healthy! 

Water fun, sports, neighbourhood, arts and specialty day camps offer kid size adventures all 

summer long. With camps across the city, children of all ages love to play with us! Please visit 

ottawa.ca/recreationguide or call 613-580-2588 or visit a Client Services Centre to register.  

 

Reporting Winter Operations Damage 

Was your lawn or curb damaged by snow removal this winter? If so, please call my office and 

we will add you to the Spring 2014 repair list. During the late spring and early summer, the 

City’s Roads Maintenance team will repair residential lawns and curbs that were inadvertently 

damaged during snow removal operations this winter. 
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Preventing Flooding With A Clear Catch Basin 

With spring just around the corner, it is important that your catch basin (drain cover) is clear to 

help with flood control. With mild weather on its way, many residents open catch basins or 

drains in front of their property. Please contact my office if you notice catch basins that are: 

 

 Blocked (causing flooding on the road) 

 Missing 

 Sunken or raised 

 Broken 

 

 

Safer Roads Ottawa Program 

March and April 2014 Initiatives 

The City of Ottawa and the Ottawa Police Service’s Selective Traffic Enforcement Program 

(STEP) will focus on distracted driving, unsafe lane changes, school zone safety and cycling 

safety for the month of March and April as part of the Safer Roads Program. 

 

Distracted Driving 
Between 2008 and 2012, there were 20,660 collisions involving distracted drivers resulting in 5,875 

injuries and 20 fatalities.  

 

Unsafe Lane Changes  

Between 2008 and 2012, there were 5,561 collisions involving motorists who unsafely changed 

lanes. These collisions resulted in 626 injuries and two fatalities.  

 

School Zone Safety  

Between 2008 and 2012, there were 35 collisions involving school buses or in school zones resulting 

in seven injuries.  

 

Cycling Safety  

Between 2008 and 2012, there were 1544 collisions involving cyclists with 1238 injuries and 13 

fatalities. 

 

The Safer Roads Ottawa Program is a leading community partnership between Ottawa Fire 

Services, Ottawa Paramedic Service, Ottawa Police Service, Ottawa Public Health and the Public 

Works Department committed to preventing or eliminating road deaths and serious injuries for all 

people in the City of Ottawa, through culture change, community engagement, and development of 

a sustainable safe transportation environment. 

 

Also participating in the Safer Roads Ottawa Program are the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

(RCMP), Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), Sureté du Québec, Department of National Defence’s 

Military Police and Gatineau Police Service to improve road safety for all residents of the 

national capital region. 

 

 

Your Strong Voice at City Hall 

As always, I appreciate hearing from you and encourage you to keep in touch with me as it 

allows me to serve you better.  It is an honour and a privilege being your strong voice at City 

Hall. 

 


