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MINUTES 

Riverside Park Community and Recreation Association 

RPCRA March Meeting of the Board of Directors 

 

Thursday, March 7, 2019  

Riverside Churches, 3191 Riverside Drive 

1. Call to Order 

1.1. The meeting was called to order by Joel at 7:01 p.m. The following directors were in 
attendance: 

• George Brown, Director 

• Nicole Christy, Director 

• Travis Croken, Vice-President 

• Joel Duff, President 

• Barbara Haines, Treasurer 

• Paul Willets, Director 

• Terry Wood, Director 

• Gillian Wintonic, Secretary 

• Andrew Wintonic, Director 

 

1.2. The following directors were absent with regrets: 

• Mark Staz, Director 

 

1.3. The following community members were in attendance (11): 

• Riley Brockington, River Ward 
Councillor 

• Kate Cathrae 

• Erwin Dreessen  

• Marlene D 

• Carolyn Gauthier 

• Lucy Gougas 

• Paul Herlihey 

• Marvin Kaplansky 

• Marika Magro 

• Barbara Macdonald Moore 

• Susan Wade 
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2. Presentation of the Consent Agenda 

 

2.1. The circulated consent agenda included the following items: 

March 7 meeting agenda; 

Minutes of February 6, 2019 RPCRA Board Meeting; and 

Reports package – Officers and Committee Chairs. 

 

2.2. It was moved by Nicole and seconded by Barbara to accept the consent agenda as 
circulated. 

CARRIED 

3.  Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

3.1. There were no questions or comments arising from the February 6 RPCRA meeting 
minutes. 

 

4. River Ward Councillor’s Report 

4.1. River Ward Councillor Riley Brockington circulated a written report that spoke to a number 
of issues (see Appendix A).  

4.2. Riley thanked RPCRA for moving the date of the March meeting to accommodate the 
Women’s Day speaker series. 

4.3. New park at 3071 Riverside Drive:  

4.3.1. The results of the February 25 public meeting were generally positive. He noted that 
the park will be paid for by Canoe Bay, but directed by the City of Ottawa and 
neighbourhood residents. Several residents expressed interest in a natural look and 
feel to the park and a wider multi-use pathway to accommodate people with 
disabilities. The councillor noted that lighting and winter maintenance for the multi-use 
pathway is unlikely. 

4.3.2. Once the feedback has been considered, the councillor will come back to the 
community with a revised park plan in order to develop consensus.  
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4.4. City of Ottawa Budget 2019 

4.4.1. The councillor will provide the RPCRA with specific points on what the budget 
impacts will mean to River Ward. 

4.4.2. It was noted that $215,000 has been allocated towards six OC Transpo routes in 
River Ward, although the funding will not likely be made available until after LRT 
Phase I is functional.  

 

4.5. Closure of Hogs Back Bridge 

4.5.1. The councillor informed the board that the Carleton Heights Association will be 
hosting a public meeting to discuss closure of the bridges and associated implications. 
The public meeting will be scheduled to coincide with the association’s June AGM. 
The councillor encouraged members of the RPCRA to attend. Prior to the public 
meeting, the councillor will be meeting with NCC, and Parks Canada to get more 
information on the scope of project and timelines. 

4.5.2. Residents in attendance expressed concerns over premature deterioration of the 
swing bridge potentially caused by heavy truck and bus traffic. It was questioned 
whether this type of traffic would be restricted following repairs. 

 

4.6. Stage 2 LRT  

4.6.1. It was reported that the City has approved the contract for phase 2 LRT, which 
includes a new station at Walkley Road.  

4.6.2.  The phase will also mean closure of the Trillium line for 27 months to allow for 
construction of a new bridge over the existing Via Rail tracks. 

 

5. Review Reports Package and Consider Related Action Items 

The reports package was circulated in advance of the meeting (see Appendix B). 

5.1. President’s Report 

5.1.1. Several items of information were noted, including the design budget funding for the 
airport parkway expansion. The design budget of $9.5 million has been allocated in 
the 2020 budget. It was discussed that the proposed expansion of airport parkway is a 
good incentive for Riverside Park to field test some of the proposed traffic calming 
initiatives.   

5.1.2. It was noted that the units at Canoe Bay are intended to be rentals. Members were 
reminded that they can sign up for Canoe Bay emails at http://canoebay.ca. 

http://canoebay.ca/
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5.2. Treasurer’s Report 

5.2.1. Barbara presented the RPCRA balance sheet as of February 28, 2019.   

5.2.2. The RPCRA is anticipating two more cheques from the City for the rinks. The City 
funding of rinks help offset other expenses, since membership revenue doesn’t cover 
all RPCRA costs. 

5.2.3. It was noted that in the past, the RPCRA has given donations to the two schools 
nearby the rinks (General Vanier Public School and Fielding Drive Public School) 
following a successful rink season. Past donations were in the amount of $250 per 
school. The board agreed to consider this once all payments from the City have been 
received.  

 

5.3. Communications and Outreach Committee  

5.3.1. Joel reported that the RPCRA mailing list is up to 190 subscribers, an increase of 55 
people since the new board took over in October. The councilor noted that he will have 
space to advertise community associations in his semi-annual bulletin that is mailed to 
residents at the end of March, and that this could drive further engagement. Staff from 
the councillor’s office will be in touch with RPCRA to get the necessary details. 

5.3.2. It was noted that a social media monitoring policy was created, prompted by a 
threating post from a resident. The policy allows for offensive posts to be deleted from 
the official RPCRA social media pages, and members who violate the policy to be 
banned from posting.  

 

5.4. Community Safety Committee 

5.4.1. The committee wanted to flag “distraction thefts” that have occurred throughout the 
city. The Communications and Outreach committee will develop a social media post 
on this topic.  

5.4.2. The committee is continuing collaboration with the Hunt Club Community 
Association (HCCA) and there will be a joint safety committee. 

5.4.3. Discussions later in the meeting dealt with emergency management, and it was 
noted that the community association, in conjunction with the City could document 
community resources that would be relied upon in emergency events. It was proposed 
that this is something the Community Safety committee could look into.  
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5.5. Environment and Parks Committee 

5.5.1. Nicole reported that committee members attended the Canoe Bay park consultation, 
and noted that the deadline to provide feedback is March 11. It is anticipated that there 
will be another round of consultation in April/May. 

5.5.2. The committee is meeting with the city councilor on March 20 to discuss plans for an 
off-leash dog park. The committee is looking for feedback from residents, who will also 
be consulted via a public meeting should the designation change be approved. 

5.5.3. The committee is coordinating Cleaning the Capital projects, which they hope to 
combine with park audits. Ideally there will be enough volunteers to cover all parks 
within Riverside Park. The clean-up dates are April 26-28. 

 

5.6. Land Use, Development and Transportation Committee  

5.6.1. Terry reported that the committee has seven members and is meeting regularly.  

5.6.2. The committee anticipates lots of action as there are three large projects which will 
happen in overlapping time frames: Trillium line and LRT construction, Bank Street 
upgrades, and potential expansion of the airport parkway 

5.6.3. The board agreed to evaluate whether the RPCRA wants to take a position on the 
airport parkway expansion, including a proposed off ramp onto Walkley Road.  

5.6.4. Terry requested that the next RPCRA e-blast solicit views on exit ramp from airport 
parkway, traffic calming etc, but those present were hesitant to ask such a general and 
open-ended question.  

5.6.5. The committee has recently been made aware of a short-term rental that is causing 
concern among neighbours. It was reported that the owner of the property does not 
live on site, and that this is a violation of city bylaws.  

 

5.7. Rinks and Recreation Committee 

5.7.1. Andrew noted that the Pauline Vanier rink remains open for an extended season 
(weather permitting) and the Arnott Park rink was closed on February 28. 

5.7.2. It was Moved by Andrew and seconded by Travis that RPCRA provide an 
honorarium of $200 for William Lister, and $300 for Cameron Darling for management 
of the rinks and in recognition of their services. 

CARRIED 
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5.7.3. The RPCRA board expressed their gratitude for the time and efforts of volunteers 
during the rinks season, as well as the extraordinary efforts of Director Andrew 
Wintonic.  

 

 

6. Receive Additional Reports 

6.1. Vice President Report 

6.1.1. Travis’s report was presented at the meeting (see Appendix C). 

6.1.2. Travis provided an update on several items including the establishment of a food 
bank in our neighborhood as discussed by the Hunt Club Riverside Park Steering 
Committee.   

6.2. Events and Culture Committee 

6.2.1. George reported that he has reached out to a local historian to begin gathering 
information. 

6.2.2. There is opportunity to apply for City funding for community beautification through 
art. It was noted that the cow tunnels might be a good candidate project. 

 

7. Other Business 

7.1. There were no other business items proposed for discussion. 

 

8. Next Meeting 

8.1. The next meeting of the RPCRA will be held on Wednesday, April 3, 2019 from 7:00 pm to 
9:00 pm at the Riverside United Church (room 6). 

 

9. Adjournment 

9.1. The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 p.m. 
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Meeting minutes were prepared by: 

Gillian Wintonic 

 

Minutes confirmed by: 

 

 

 

____________________________  ________________________________ 

Joel Duff, President     Gillian Wintonic, Secretary 

 

 

List of Open Action Items 

20190307.1 Board to consider monetary donations to General Vanier and 

Fielding Drive Public Schools 

OPEN 

20190307.2 Communication and Outreach Committee to coordinate with 

Councillor’s office on content for semi-annual bulletin. 

OPEN 

 

Action Items Closed at March 7 Meeting 

 

20190207.1 Communications committee to prepare letter addressed 

to Boys and Girls Club detailing what the provided funds 

are intended to be used for.  

CLOSED 
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Appendix A – Councillor’s Report 
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Appendix B – Meeting Report Package 
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Appendix C – Additional Reports 

 


