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2020 City of Ottawa Budget Consultations  

I am cohosting a City of Ottawa Budget Consultation on 
Tuesday, October 22 at 6:00pm-8:00pm at the Jim 
Durrell Arena, 1265 Walkley Road. I will be joined by my 
colleagues Carol Anne Meehan, Jean Cloutier, and 
Shawn Menard. Please join us if you are available to 
share your feedback on items related to the City Budget.  

If you are unable to attend but would like to share your 
feedback with me regarding budget priorities, please 
send me an email at Riley.Brockington@Ottawa.ca. 

I am meeting with the City Manager this week to go over 
River Ward budget priorities as well as city-wide 
priorities. 

Canoe Bay Construction Timelines 

On Monday, I spoke with Gary Harper, the CEO of Canoe 
Bay, to get an update on the construction at 3071 
Riverside Drive.  They are now aiming to begin the site 
preparation works for the construction of the live-in-
place village in November. Construction of the main 
complexes are to begin in the Spring. They have 
submitted their building permit application to begin 
construction of their on-site sales centre. They are 
currently finalizing a partnership with a local builder who 
will be constructing the townhomes and condo flats at 
the north and east sides of the site. The townhomes and 
flats will be available for sale. The construction plan is 
the same as the City Council approved plan. I will keep 
residents informed as this moves forward. 

Mooney’s Bay Pavilion Update 

Parks and Recreation staff continue to work on the 
business case for the replacement of the Mooney’s Bay 
Pavilion.  This work is being done in-house and consists 
of preparing concept functional plans of the new 
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building and site, based on the results of the online 
community consultation and input from program and 
operational staff.  A preliminary cost estimate of the 
concept functional plans will also feed into the business 
case.    

The 2019 10-year capital budget forecasts funding for 
the replacement of the 
Mooney’s Bay Pavilion beginning 
in 2021 and totaling $4.8 M over 
four years.  Until this funding is 
available to retain design 
consultants to begin detailed 
design and community 
consultations, City Parks and 
Recreation staff are unable to proceed further than the 
in-house work currently underway.  Once design 
consultants are on board, a formal application will need 
to be submitted to the NCC for review and approval 
concurrently with the detailed design 
process.  Assuming capital funding is approved in the 
2021 budget, the City would commence community 
consultations in winter 2021.  Completion of detailed 
design would take approximately 9 months, followed by 
tender and construction, which could potentially get 
underway in 2022. 

I plan to seek assistance from the two other levels of 
government to move this project forward.  

2826 Springland Drive (Riverside Park Nursery School) 
Site Plan Application 

The City of Ottawa is currently reviewing the Site Plan 
application for the property located at 2826 Springland 
Drive. The proposal was submitted by the Riverside Park 
Nursery School who are proposing to develop a 500 
square metre two-storey daycare facility. 



The parcel of land is located about 100 metres north of 
the Springland Drive and Walkley Road intersection. 
The site is bound by Holy Cross Elementary School to 
the north, Holy Cross Church to the south, the future 
Canoe Bay park to the west, and low-rise residential 
homes on the opposite side of Springland Drive. The 
proposed development has 9 parking spaces in the 
front, and an enclosed play area in the rear. A mixed-
use pathway (MUP) will run along the southern extent 
of the site, connecting Springland Drive to the future 
City park on the west. An agreement between the 
nursery school and Canoe Bay is in place for future staff 
parking to be provided within the Canoe Bay 
development.  

The Committee of Adjustment recently approved three 
minor variance requests to help accommodate the 
proposed plan.  

Complaints Regarding Non-Competitive Snow Plowing 
Commercial Practices 

I am aware of the concerns regarding the allegations of 
non-competitive 
commercial practices from 
snow plowing contractors 
in Riverside Park, engaged 
in what is known as “price-
fixing”. I have met with 
and sought legal advice 
from the City Solicitor on this matter and he has 
advised that any “price fixing” allegations fall within the 
authority of the Competition Bureau of Canada, which 
is responsible for enforcement of the federal 
Competition Act. At the provincial level, Consumer 
Protection Ontario provides information about the 
rights of consumers in relation to contracts for services, 
including snow removal services. Consumer Protection 
Ontario also has a complaint process for matters falling 
within the Ontario Consumer Protection Act. While the 
City of Ottawa does license snow removal companies, it 
generally receives and reviews complaints only in 
respect of service delivered, or a company’s failure to 
deliver service, under an already existing contract 
between the company and a client. Complaints 
regarding the availability of contractors for hire, or 
suspicion of non-competitive trade practices like price 
fixing, are referred under the jurisdiction of the Federal 
and Provincial complaints processes. For contact 
information for the Competition Bureau or Consumer 
Protection Ontario, please contact my office.  

2887 Riverside Drive - Youth Services Bureau 
Construction Update  

Construction is progressing  well at the new Youth 

Services Bureau facility at 2887 Riverside Drive. I spoke 
with the Executive Director yesterday and she advised 
that tenancy is expected to begin in November. The 
building is likely to reach full tenancy in December. 
Facility staff are expecting to move in by November 1. 
An official opening to celebrate the completion of the 
new facility is tentatively expected to take place in late 
October or early November. When complete, the new 
facility will include a four-storey, 39-unit low rise 
apartment building including 33 studio apartments and 
6 two bedroom units to accommodate a parent and a 
child with six units that will be fully accessible. The 
facility is intended to provide support services and a 
youth hub for residents aged 16-24 years of age.  

770 Brookfield Road Update  

The site plan has been officially approved for the 
development at 770 Brookfield Road. This property is 
located on the south side of Brookfield Road, between 
Riverside Drive and Brookfield High School.  The 
proposal includes two phased apartment building 
complexes and is intended to be operated as a private 
sector post-secondary student residence. The project 
will also include ground floor retail space, new 
landscaping and underground and surface parking. The 
two apartment residences will be a mixture of three, 
six, and nine floors with a minimum 20 metre setback 
from the rear property lines along Hobson Road. 
Construction could potentially begin in 2020, but I will 
keep residents up to date when more information is 
available.  

Brookfield MUP Update 

The construction of the new Brookfield Road multi-use-
pathway has commenced. The new MUP runs along the 
south side of Brookfield Road and will connect the 
Brookfield Road traffic circle to the pathways along 
Hog’s Back Road. The project is expected to be 
completed in late November. 

Riverside Mall Property on Ridgewood Avenue 

As many residents may be aware, the Riverside Mall 
property on Ridgewood Avenue across from the St. 
Elias Church is for sale. The site is 3.24 acres in size and 
could present a wide range of development 
opportunities. When the property is sold, I plan to 
reach out to the new owner to discuss what they 
envision for the property.  

Bank Street Redesign Visioning Exercise 

The City of Ottawa is hosting a public open house for 
the Bank Street redesign project. The open house is 
scheduled for Thursday, October 17, 2019 from 
6:30pm –8:00pm in the Ellwood Hall at the Jim Durrell 



Arena, 1265 Walkley Road. The intent of the visioning 
exercise is for City staff to meet with and gather comments 
and feedback from residents that will help inform the 
preliminary design. There will be no formal presentation at 
this session. There will be illustrations of the Bank Street 
functional design for residents to review and share their 
ideas and issues with City staff who will be on hand to 
answer any questions. 

As you may recall, in July 2017, the City selected their 
preferred design of a new and improved segment of Bank 
Street from Riverside Drive to approximately Ledbury 
Avenue. The preferred design is aligned with the complete 
streets components that the City is shifting towards. The 
new design through the corridor will feature new 
sidewalks, a landscaped boulevard, a cycle track, and a 
buffer area between the roadway on both sides of Bank 
Street. Two motor vehicle lanes will be kept in each 
direction with a new depressed median along most of the 
roadway, removing the two-way turn lane design that is 
currently on Bank Street. Raised medians will be located 
closer to the intersections. 

O-Train Confederation Line opened to customers on 
September 14 

As you are certainly aware, the O-Train Confederation Line 
was launched on Saturday, September 14 and is now fully 
open for service at all 13 stations along the line, from 
Tunney’s Pasture Station in the west to Blair Station in the 
east. I invite you to try out the line and share your 
feedback on what you like and may dislike about the new 
operation. 

On October 6, OC Transpo will be launching its largest 
route system change in history with changes to routes 
across the city as the system completes it’s integration 
with the Confederation line. Before heading out to use 
transit after October 6, please visit OCTranspo.com and 
use the Travel Planner to see how your commute has 
changed. 

Thorndale and Southmore Sidewalk Renewal Project 

The City of Ottawa is undertaking the sidewalk renewal on 
Thorndale Avenue and Southmore Drive this fall. The 
contractor is scheduled to mobilize to the site to prepare 
for the renewal project next week. The construction is 
expected to be completed by the end of November. 

City Offering Rebate for Homeowners to Replace Lead 
Water Pipes  

The City of Ottawa is offering a rebate to eligible residents 
through the Lead Pipe Replacement Program. 
Homeowners whose homes were built before 1955 could 
potentially have lead water pipes that connect to non-lead 
City pipes and could be eligible for a rebate of up to 
$1,000, about 20 per cent of the total replacement cost. 

The City would continue to offer loans for properties 
where both the private and City portions of the water 
pipes are made of lead. As a stop-gap measure, 
homeowners with confirmed lead levels that exceed 
Health Canada’s recently updated guideline, or who are 
awaiting pipe replacement under the program, could get 
a year’s worth of free water filters to remove lead from 
their tap water.  

To have your water tested for lead, call 3-1-1 to make an 
appointment. 

New Chief of Police  

On Monday, August 26, the Ottawa Police Services Board 
announced that it has selected Peter Sloly as the new 
Chief of Police for the Ottawa Police Service (OPS). Mr. 
Sloly is a former Deputy Chief from the Toronto Police 
Service and is slated to be sworn in as Chief of Police on 
October 28. 

Airport Parkway Pedestrian Bridge Naming  

I am pleased to announce a proposal to officially name 
the Airport Parkway Pedestrian Bridge to the Juno Beach 
Memorial Bridge, in honour and memory of the 75th 
anniversary of the D-Day invasion on June 6, 1944 was 
approved by City Council on September 25. The Juno 
Beach Association and Canadian Legion are supportive of 
this initiative. A ceremony will be held on November 8 
during Veterans Week. 

Rental Housing Regulatory Review 

Over the last several months, the City of Ottawa has been 
undertaking the Rental Housing Regulatory Review. The 
goal of the study is to conduct a review of regulations 
governing private sector rental properties to address 
public health and safety, consumer protection, 
community nuisances and other areas of municipal 
concern. This review includes a review of policy options 
to address housing conditions, student housing, rooming 
houses and shared accommodations. 

The consultant reports from Maclaren Municipal 
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Consulting are now available for public review on 
Ottawa.ca and include their recommendations along with 
a summary of the consultations conducted to date. City 
Staff will consider these recommendations and supporting 
arguments as they prepare final recommendations for the 
staff report, scheduled for publication in early November. 
The staff report will be considered at a Special Meeting of 
the Community and Protective Services Committee on 
November 15, 2019 and City Council on November 27, 
2019. The City staff report will include recommended 
policy frameworks for the regulation of rental housing 
and short-term rental accommodations as well as 
recommendations concerning additional hotel, motel, and 
bed and breakfast regulation. 

In advance of the special committee meeting, one final 
round of consultations lead by City staff will occur prior to 
the release of the staff report. This will include an online 
survey, available on ottawa.ca from October 4 to October 
18 and two public meetings: 

Rental Housing: Ben Franklin Place, October 22, 6:00pm-
8:00pm 

Short-Term Rental Accommodations (Air BnB) : Nepean 
Sportsplex, October 23, 6:00pm-8:00pm 

I invite all residents to participate.  

Library Services for Older Adults 
The Ottawa Public Library (OPL) is hosting a free 
information session at the Hunt Club – Riverside Park 
Community Centre (3320 Paul Anka Drive) on Tuesday, 
October 22 from 3:00pm-4:00pm. Th library team will be 
outlining services the wide range of free programs and 
services that are offered for Older Adults through their 
branches, the bookmobile, kiosks and more. This is the 
start of a number of new programs and courses to be 
offered at the Hunt Club Riverside Park Community 
Centre by the OPL thanks in large part to a local group of 
Riverside Park and Hunt Club residents who advocate for 
greater OPL presence in our community.  

Engage Ottawa - 10-Year Housing and Homelessness 
Plan Refresh  

The City of Ottawa released the Ten Year Plan: A Home 
for Everyone 2014-2024 in 2014. The City is now updating 
the plan, in consultation with Ottawa residents, as part of 
a required provincial mid-point review. This review allows 
cities to revise their plans so that they remain responsive 
to the changing needs of residents and the housing 

environment.  

The Engage Ottawa website for the 10-Year Housing and 
Homelessness Plan review has been launched. Engage 
Ottawa provides an opportunity for residents to give 
feedback on housing initiatives and keeps them informed 
as the City updates the plan. We encourage residents to 
register for the site to stay updated on the progress of the 
10-Year Plan review and to answer specific questions that 
will help the City decide on new strategies and initiatives 
to help increase the supply of affordable and supportive 
housing, create more affordability for residents, and help 
the City achieve our goal of ending chronic homelessness. 

For more information on the 10-Year Housing and 
Homelessness Plan please visit https://engage.ottawa.ca/ . 

“Paint the Town Orange” – Liberation 75 Campaign 

Ottawa residents are invited to 
participate in the Liberation75 
Campaign by purchasing and 
planting special tulips 
commemorating the 75th 
anniversary liberation of the 
Netherlands by Canadian-led troops 
in the Second World War. The goal 
of the Liberation75 planting 
initiative is to see 1.1 million brilliant orange, exclusively 
named Liberation75 tulips blooming across Canada next 
spring. The 1.1 million figure represents one bloom for 
each Canadian who served in the Second World War. In 
May of 2020, the world will mark the 75th anniversary of 
the Netherlands Liberation Day, which took place on May 
5, 1945. 

If you are interested in participating, please visit 
www.liberation75.ca. 

Father Ghattas Retirement 

Reverend Father Ghattas Hajjal (St. Elias) is officially 
retiring on December 1, 2019. There will be a Gala Dinner 
in his honour on Saturday, November 30 as well as a 
luncheon on Sunday, December 1. Both events will be 
hosted at the St. Elias Centre.  

 

Christmas Social  

I am hosting my annual 
Christmas Social on Monday, 
December 9 at 6:30pm at the 
Carleton Heights Community 
Centre, 1665 Apeldoorn 
Avenue. All residents are 
welcome. 

https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/public-engagement/projects/rental-accommodations-study
https://engage.ottawa.ca/
http://www.liberation75.ca

