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Walkley Road Pilot Project Update 

At the last Riverside Park Community Association 
meeting, the RPCA Board and members unanimously 
voted on a partnership for a lane reduction testing 
pilot project on Walkley Road this coming Spring. The 
objective of the traffic calming pilot is to measure the 
impact of removing one travel lane in each direction 
on Walkley Road from the Airport Parkway to 
McCarthy Road, before any permanent changes are 
implemented as part of the Airport Parkway widening 
project is complete. This would include using 
construction barrels to remove the right travel lane in 
both directions to simulate a similar impact under the 
off-ramp initiative.  Approximate duration of the pilot 
is two to three weeks.  

I plan on hosting an information session in Riverside 
Park this coming April to provide residents the 
context of the upcoming pilot project. City staff are 
currently fine-tuning the plan and information will be 
made available at the information session.  

 

770 Brookfield Road Soil Remediation Work and 
Tree Removal 

On July 10, 2019 City Council approved a Zoning 
Bylaw Amendment for the property at 770 Brookfield 
Road. The zoning permits the development of 
approximately 830 units marketed to post-secondary 
student housing. The proposed buildings will range in 
height from three to nine storeys. The site will be 
constructed in two phases. There is a significant 
setback of a minimum 20m from the nearest 
residential property lines of the homes along Egan 
Road and part of Hobson Road at the south end of 
the proposed development site. 

Councillor’s Update - February 5, 2020 

On December 11, 2019 City Council approved a 
Brownfield Grant Application for the property at 770 
Brookfield Road, a grant administered under the 
Brownfield Redevelopment Community Improvement 
Plan Program.  Brownfields are properties where past 
actions have resulted in environmental 
contamination and/or derelict or deteriorated 
buildings. They may be vacant, abandoned or 
underutilized. The properties are usually, but not 
exclusively, former industrial or commercial 
properties. A Phase I and II Environmental Site 
Assessment was prepared by the applicant in October 
of 2017. The assessment identified the fill material at 
the subject site exceeding the Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) of Ontario 
standards. The site qualifies as an eligible brownfield 
priority area. 

The soil remediation activities have started and will 
be completed within the next six to twelve months. 

The remedial action plan consists of a generic, full-
depth approach which will involve an excavation to 
depths up to 3 metres or more below grade to 
remove all impacted soil within the boundaries of the 
site. Impacted soil and contaminated debris will be 
placed in trucks and hauled to an approved waste 
disposal facility. Non-impacted soil material will be 
placed in trucks and hauled off-site for possible reuse 
or disposal as clean material. Once the soil 
remediation program has been completed, 
confirmatory base samples will be collected for 
analytical testing.  

Further to the soil remediation work, a number of 
trees were recently removed from the property. A 
tree permit was granted for the development. Eighty 
new trees of species better suited to the developed 
site will be planted. 
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Canoe Bay Development 

New traffic light 

Following last month’s meeting, I committed to 
learning more of the feasibility of expediting the 
installation of the new traffic light on Riverside Drive 
(south end of Canoe Bay property) to facilitate the 
movement of construction vehicles and lesson the 
impact on residential streets. 

The City of Ottawa can not dictate when the new 
traffic light is installed.  However, it will need to be 
done prior to occupancy of building(s) on site.  The 
City holds 100% of the intersection traffic light 
installation costs as a bond and the occupancy 
permit will not be issued if the lights have not been 
installed.   

Plan of Condominium 

The City of Ottawa has approved the Plan of 
Condominium for the site.  The plans for the sales 
centre continue to make progress (slowly).  The 
Building Code unit has signed off, however the 
servicing plan for the building has some minor issues 
that need to be addressed.  As soon as that is 
approved, the sales centre in the south-west corner 
will be built.   

Construction Start Date 

Canoe Bay officials have confirmed today that 
construction is expected to being on April 6. In the 
weeks leading up to construction, site fencing and 
construction mobilization will be taking place. 

Official Plan and Transportation Master Plan 
Information Session 

Residents are invited to a Public Information Session 
to learn more about the City’s Update to the Official 
Plan (OP) and Transportation Master Plan (TMP). The 
session will take place on Wednesday, February 12 
at 7:00pm in the Kathy Ablett Room at the Hunt Club 
Riverside Park Community Centre, 3320 Paul Anka 
Drive. 

This term of council, the City of Ottawa will be 
undertaking the review of the Official Plan and 
Transportation Master Plan documents. The OP 
provides the policy framework which will guide the 
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city's physical development into the future, while the 
TMP is the City’s blueprint for planning, developing 
and operating its walking, cycling, transit and road 
networks over the next two decades. 

 

Hunt Club –Riverside Intersection Safety Review 

The independent consultant hired to review the 
safety issues with the intersection conducted an 
online survey for approximately one month that 
closed on December 18, 2019. The consultant is 
currently summarizing the survey results and drafting 
a report with recommendations. It is believed the 
report, with a presentation, can be ready to coincide 
with the April 6, HCCA meeting.  

 

Hog’s Back Bridge Work Ongoing 

Construction on the Hog’s Back Road swing bridge is 
ongoing. I acknowledge the traffic impacts that the 
closure of the Hog’s Back swing bridge by the NCC 
has had in this area. The NCC’s swing bridge project is 
scheduled to be completed in May. Immediately 
following the conclusion of the swing bridge work, 
Parks Canada will undertake the repair and 
replacement of the fixed bridge structure over the 
Hog’s Back Falls. At that time, access to Colonel By 
Drive will switch from Riverside Drive to Prince of 
Wales Drive. Hog's Back Road is expected to fully 
reopen from end to end in December 2020. 

Last week I discussed the traffic impacts of the road 
closure with Mayor Watson. At my request, the 
Mayor has agreed to send a letter to Minister 
Wilkinson (Parks Canada), expressing the City’s desire 
to see the anticipated timelines of the stationary 
bridge work, estimated to last eight months from 
May 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020, shortened, to 
lessen the impact on the transportation network. 

 

Stage 2 LRT Public Meeting 
River Ward residents are invited to attend an 
information session on the Stage 2 LRT project on 
Thursday, February 13 at 6:30pm at Jim Durrell 
Arena, 1265 Walkley Road. The intent of the meeting 



is to share information on the Stage 2 LRT and 
specifically the Trillium Line extension, the Trillium 
shutdown in May 2020, and the station progress from 
Carleton University to South Keys.  

 

Bank Street Redesign Update 

I met with Infrastructure Planning staff on January 20 
to receive an update on the Bank Street Renewal 
Project from Riverside Drive to Ledbury Avenue. 
Currently, the design of the project is well underway. 
The underground infrastructure design has started 
and a Road Safety Audit of the road design is set to 
begin in February. As part of the project’s next steps, 
working group meetings will be organized in each 
Ward with representatives of several municipal 
organizations and community associations to discuss 
topics such as road geometry, intersections, 
streetscaping, utility work, the road safety audit, and 
construction staging. The working group meetings are 
tentatively scheduled to begin in March 2020. No 
date has been set aside at this time. City staff have 
been instructed to invite the RPCA to the working 
group meetings.  

Future construction of this project is still 
approximately 2-3 years away. I will keep the 
community updated as this infrastructure project 
moves forward.  

 

Taggart Development Update 

The status of 3930 and 3960 Riverside Drive (Taggart 
Developments Inc) is as follows:  

• The zoning was approved in Spring 2019, appeal 
period exhausted, and zoning is in full effect, 

• There is also a vacant land condominium 
application which is on hold pending the 
applicant’s resubmission, 

• No site plan application has been received to 
date, although the City believes a submission is 
being worked on by Taggart. 

 

Architectural Design Reveal of the Ottawa Public 
Library - Library and Archives Canada Facility 

On January 23, 2020, the City of Ottawa, Ottawa 
Public Library and Library and Archives Canada 

revealed the architectural design for our newest 
landmark destination: the Ottawa Public Library - 
Library and Archives Canada Joint Facility.  The new 
facility is a collaboration between the City of Ottawa 
and the Government of Canada. The facility will be 
located at 555 Albert Street, near Pimisi Light-Rail 
Transit Station and on the edge of downtown. The 
facility is expected to be open to the public in late 
2024. 

To view the architectural design or for more 
information on the Ottawa Public Library and Library 
and Archives Canada joint facility, please visit 
www.Inspire555.ca. 
 

Wildlife Speaker Series – Living With Coyotes 

The City of Ottawa is hosting a presentation on 
“Living With Coyotes” on Thursday, February 6 at 
Ottawa City Hall, 110 Laurier Avenue West. Doors 
open at 7:00pm with opening remarks and 
presentation beginning at 8 pm. Parking and 
admission are free.  

Dr. Stan Gehrt from Ohio State University will be 
making a presentation on coyotes and how they have 
adapted to life in cities across North America.  Some 
residents have noted concerns with coyotes living 
among us, which is why it’s important to better 
understand how we can coexist safely together. Dr. 
Gehrt has been studying coyotes in the greater 
Chicago metropolitan area since 2000, which has led 
to many interesting discoveries about how coyotes 
interact with humans and other animals in different 
settings.   
 

2020 Summer Student Employment Program 

The City of Ottawa opened it’s Summer Employment 
Recruitment on February 3, 2020.  Students are 
encouraged to log in, create their profile and apply to 



the 70+ different job postings for this summer.  The summer employment application period closes at the end 
of February. 

For more information and to get started on your user profile visit Ottawa.ca/jobs. 

 

Winter Road Maintenance and Repairs  

If you see any roads or potholes that require winter maintenance or repair, please contact 3-1-1 or my office 
who will assist with arranging for additional maintenance and repairs with City Supervisors. If a City snow 
plow has caused any damage to your front grass, please let me know and we will arrange for grass repair 
which occurs in the spring. I continue to push for budget allocation for road repair and renewal. 

 

Upcoming River Ward Events 

Please save the date on your calendars for these upcoming River Ward community events, hosted by my 
office. 

• Thursday, February 13, 2020: Kathy Ablett Room Commemorative Naming Ceremony - Hunt Club—
Riverside Park Community Centre, 5:30pm. 

• Saturday, February 15, 2020: River Ward Movie Night featuring ‘Space Jam’ at the Carlington 
Recreation Centre, 1520 Caldwell Ave.  Community Dinner from 5-6:30pm, Movie begins at 7pm. 

• Tuesday, February 25, 2020: OPL Tax 
Benefits and Credits Information Clinic, 
2:30pm at the Hunt Club—Riverside Park 
Community Centre. 

• Thursday, March 5, 2020:  River Ward 
Women’s Day Speaker Series – Hunt Club -
Riverside Park Community Centre (3320 Paul 
Anka Drive) at 6:30pm.  

• Saturday, April 11, 2020 : Easter Weekend 
Free Brunch and Junkyard Symphony 
Performance, Alexander Community Centre 

• Saturday, April 18, 2020:  River Ward Earth 
Day Celebration, Hunt Club—Riverside Park 
Community Centre 

• Friday, June 12, 2020:  River Ward Annual 
Strawberry Social, Hunt Club—Riverside Park 
Community Centre 

Also on the horizon is a Bicycling and Pedestrian 
Community Discussion, to be scheduled in March. 

Stay informed!   
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