
Ministre de I'Environnement et
du Changement climatique

Minister of Environment
and Climate Change

Ottawa, Canada K1A 0H3

Mr. Joel Duff
Riverside Community Park Association
p res id ent@ rivers id e park. ca

Dear Mr. Duff:

Thank you for your correspondence of March 3, 2020, regarding the upcoming
project at the Hog's Back Bridge and the impacts to traffic in the City of Ottawa

As part of the federal infrastructure investment program, the Government
of Canada is investing more than $103 million for infrastructure projects across
the Rideau Canal National Historic Site, including the project to rehabilitate the
Hogs Back Dam and Fixed Bridge, which is currently under way.

Through the project planning process, Parks Canada has recognized the
impact this project and the swing bridge closure has on Ottawa residents
and commuters on and around Hogs Back Road. Discussions were held with
the National Capital Commission (NCC) and the City to assess the feasibility
of potential mitigation measures to minimize impacts, in particular to find ways
to lessen the repercussions associated with this complex project and associated
delay at such a busy public location. This dialogue has continued in the context
of the recent schedule changes announced by the NCC for the rehabilitation
of their swing bridge.

Upon review of all aspects of both projects, including constraints associated with
the contracts already in place for work to be conducted, and the complexities of
such major projects, it has been determined that Parks Canada will proceed with
the original project schedule and will initiate road closure of the Hogs Back
Fixed Bridge in mid-May.

With the knowledge that both bridges will be closed simultaneously,
Parks Canada, the NCC and the City of Ottawa have committed to undertake
further traffTc analysis to mitigate constraints as much as possible. The Agency
will continue to work closely with the NCC and the City, and appreciates the
patience and understanding of the local community as these projects move
fonruard. ln the long term, Parks Canada's infrastructure work on the Hogs Back
Fixed Bridge and Dam will ensure a safe and efficient transit crossing for
commuters in Ottawa and visitors to the Rideau Canal. ln addition, the work
planned will integrate the City of Ottawa's Multi-Use Pathway along the bridge
deck to support safe access on the bridge for cyclists and pedestrians.
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Should you have further questions about the Dam and Bridge rehabilitation
at Hog's Back, please communicate with Mr. David Britton, Parks Canada's
D i recto r of Onta rio Waterways, at d avi d. britton @ca n ad a. ca.

I appreciate your bringing your concerns to my attention and your ongoing
support of the Rideau Canal.

Sincerely,

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, P.C., M.P.


