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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Submitted by Joel Duff

Responding to COVID-19
• The pandemic has been a
strange and unsettling time
for everyone, but its
challenges has brought out
some of the best of our
community.
• The RPCA has responded by
consulting the city, sharing
information, and organizing
activities.
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Connecting to Our Community
• We posted fliers on
community mailboxes
throughout Riverside Park to
recruit subscriptions for
community updates.
• The fliers featured a
QR Code for easy sign-up.

Newsletters Reaching 25% More
• Residents have been eager
for local information and
activities … and we are
earning their trust.
• E-Newsletter subscriptions
leapt by 25% in the first
quarter:
January 2020: 298
May 2020:
395
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COVID-Focused
Email Newsletters

Sharing Public Health Alerts
• We have sent out notices from the
councillor, the city, health authorities,
and the police.
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Promoting Support
Initiatives
• We encouraged residents to
reach out to neighbours in
need.
• We shared local initiatives.

COVID-19 Resource Centre
• The RPCA has been
providing regular email
updates to area residents
throughout the pandemic, but
your community association
has also launched a COVID19 Resource Centre to put
useful information at your
finger tips.
• https://riversidepark.ca/2020/
05/news/covid-19-resourcecentre/
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Organizing Family Activities
Neighbourhood Scavenger Hunts
• We made downloadable bingo cards.
• We promoted two months of community art.

Campaign to Re-Open Community
Gardens
• We rallied to the call of the Just
Food Network and Food
Secure Canada to promote a
campaign calling on the Ontario
government to reverse the
classification of community
gardens as “recreational”.
• The ruling forced the closure of
community gardens and cut off
a vital – and sustainable – local
food supply.

6

5/4/20

Ontario Reclassifies
Gardens
• We called on residents to email
members of parliament reconsider
their designation of community
gardens.
• It was a move supported by Ottawa’s
Board of Health, and Councillor
Brockington.
• Thanks to collective action, on April
25, the Ontario government declared
community gardens “an essential
source of fresh food for some
individuals and families, including
those who face food insecurity.”

Riverside Drive Resurfacing
• Riverside Drive will be getting a
long-awaited facelift this spring,
with paving and curb work set to
begin in early May.
• The first phase of work will take
place on Riverside from Hunt Club
to Walkley, between 7am - 7pm.
Once normal traffic levels are
restored, the contractor has
applied for a noise by-law
exemption to allow overnight work
between 7pm - 6am.
• Click here for detailed construction
plans.
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Hunt Club-Riverside
Road Safety Review
• The City has commissioned a
Road Safety Review for the
Hunt Club-Riverside
intersection ... one of the most
dangerous in the city.
• Check out the findings and
recommendations.

Hog’s Back Bridge Construction
Update
• The RPCA and Councillor Brockington
have been working to advance the
construction on the fixed bridge at Hog's
Back in order to minimize delays that will
have an adverse effect on local residents.
We have recently learned that work is set
to begin immediately, rather than the
projected mid-May started date.
• Hog’s Back Road is expected to be fully
closed in both directions until August 28,
2020. During that time, there will be no
vehicular traffic to Colonel By and no
through-traffic between Riverside and
Prince of Wales. However, access will be
open to the Hog’s Back Park from
Riverside Drive, and pedestrian and
bicycle traffic will be fully maintained
throughout. Click here to read more.
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West Walkley Traffic Calming
Pilot Project Postponed
• The RPCA and River Ward Councillor
Riley Brockington have been planning a
West Walkley Road Traffic Calming Pilot
Project, originally scheduled for a latespring launch.
• The pilot project was planned in order to
use live-testing and data-driven analysis
to study the potential impact of city
proposals for traffic calming, set to
coincide with construction of the proposed
Airport Parkway off-ramp to Walkley Road
(construction is likely several years away).
• As a result of the global pandemic, the
pilot project is postponed indefinitely.
Once travel restrictions are lifted and
traffic patterns resume, discussions will
resume as to how to proceed community
consultations and a temporary study.

Profiling the Bagpiper of
Riverside Park
• On Sunday, May 3, we invited
Rose Roberts, the mysterious
bagpiper of Riverside Park to
reveal his identity in short
impromptu performance via
Facebook Live.
• The video generated 1,100
views and received loads of
positive response on the
streets, and on social media.
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May 10: Mother’s Day Parade

May 10: Mother’s Day Parade
• It will be a no-contact, nocongregating, and sociallydistanced performance
broadcast over Facebook Live.
• Participants will remain in their
cars, except for the piper.
• The parade route will not be
promoted in advance, so
spectators will not be
encouraged.

• Instead, local residents will be
welcomed to open doors and
windows to cheer us on.
• We will be joined by:
• Andrew Roberts
• Monkey Rock Music
• A representative of Canada’s
nurses
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The McCarthy
Faerie Forest
Residents created a Faerie Forest in the McCarthy
Woods to add some enchantment and encourage families
to explore, create and share.
It started with 4 houses, but
3 have been added in one
week & more are on the way.

Questions
Joel Duff, President
president@riversidepark.ca
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Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Barbara Haines

Statement of Financial Position
At May 3, 2020
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Statement of Operations

For the nine months ended May 3, 2020

Questions?
Barbara Haines, Treasurer
treasurer@riversidepark.ca
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Communications &
Outreach Committee
Report
Submitted by Joel Duff

Membership Update
February 2020

May 2020

• Family: 40
• Individual: 20
• Total: 60

• Family: 44
• Individual: 20
• Total: 64
Recently Lapsed Memberships

• Family: 4
• Individual: 3
• Total: 7

14

5/4/20

NEW RPCA WEBSITE LAUNCHED:
WWW.RIVERSIDEPARK.CA
• The RPCA has been quietly
• New Features Include:
re-building its website since
• Visual-first design;
March 2020.
• Streamlined navigation;
• Archived posts;
• Using slick but free templates
• Digested event listings;
from WordPress, the entire
• Embedded contact form;
site has been re-designed at
• Newsletter subscription;
no cost to the organization.
• Complete site map; and
• The site is still in development
• Mobile responsive design for
and feedback is welcome.
desktop or mobile viewing.

^ Desk Top View__
Mobile View >
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New Directories
Directories feature photos, contact
information and useful details about local
amenities:
• Area Map
• Our Parks
•

Are dogs allowed?

•

Is there a splashpad, play structure,
baseball diamond, soccer pitch?

•
•

Our Skating Rinks
Local Schools

•
•

Local Businesses
Local Resources
•

Community Resources

•
•

Essential Services
Child Care Centres

•
•

Places of Worship
Elected Representatives

Questions?
Joel Duff, President
president@riversidepark.ca
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Community Safety
Committee Report
Submitted by Mark Staz

Concerning Incidents in Riverside
Park West
• RPCA was notified by
community members about
street racing, intimidation with
weapons, and potential drug
dealing.
• Incidents occurred on
Flannery Drive and at
Brookfield High School
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RPCA and Police Response
• RPCA contacted Ottawa
Police Services (OPS)
through local Community
Police Officer
• OPS Neighbourhood
Resource Team reached out
to residents, heard accounts
of events and shared contact
information

• OPS apprehended the
individuals responsible with
the help of valuable
information from community
members.
• The residents also worked
with Councillor Brockington
and Trustee Fisher to get the
parking lot to Brookfield High
School closed.

Questions?
Mark Staz, Director
safety@riversidepark.ca
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Land Use, Development
and Transportation
Committee Report
Submitted by Terry Wood

R1 to R4 Infill Zoning Review for
Residential Communities Within the
Greenbelt
•
•
•
•

Proposed zoning changes would apply to all residential
neighbourhoods within the Greenbelt zoned R1 to R4 –
includes Riverside Park.
Scheduled for consideration by City Planning Committee on
May 14, then by full Council on May 27.
Comments can be submitted up to 4 p.m., May 13, to
committees@Ottawa.ca.
For further information, visit https://ottawa.ca/en/cityhall/public-engagement/projects/monitoring-infill-i-and-ii
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Ottawa’s “Growth Management
Strategy”
•
•

•
•

Establishes the framework for managing Ottawa’s growth up to 2046, in
context of City’s updated Official Plan.
City Staff report outlines 3 options, recommending a “Balanced” growth
scenario: a modest increase in intensification rate, from 40% today to
60% by 2041-46, resulting in 51% of residential construction occurring in
existing built-up areas and 49% on greenfield lands, requiring
acquisition of 1,350 to 1650 ha in additional land for urban expansion.
To be considered by joint meeting of Planning and Agriculture/Rural
Affairs Committees May 11 and by Council May 27.
Further info available from RPCA and from City at
http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/cache/2/4f20xpg4i02gzsqojxmeruux/635
2580503202012192313.PDF

Stage 2 Trillium Line Connectivity
Public Advisory Committee Meeting
April 29
•

Stakeholders (including RPCA) briefed on local LRT station connectivity
improvements:

§ Mooney’s Bay: Additional bike parking being pursued (beyond existing 5 spaces).
§ Walkley: “Kiss & Ride” to be added on south side and bike parking to be doubled to 40 spaces.
§ Greenboro: Bike parking increased to 40 spaces (from 28) and MUP to be added to Bank St., where
improvements to intersection with Johnston Rd. are being considered.
§ South Keys: One-way “Kiss & Ride” added; improved access to Sawmill Creek MUP; new MUP on east
side of station to a new multi-use bridge over Hunt Club Rd. to Bowesville OCTranspo station added.

• Comment period closes May 15; e-mail to Stage2@Ottawa.ca.
• For further information, visit https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/publicengagement/projects/stage-2-lrt-station-connectivity-enhancementstudy#stage-2-trillium-line-south-extension-connectivity-review
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Questions?
Terry Wood, Director
planning@riversidepark.ca
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