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The presentation opened with brief introductions as 
participants gathered and settled in.  

Representatives from multiple community associations 
were present, including Christine, Noella, and Marianne 
and Dave, who joined via Zoom.  

The project team consists of: 
• Michael,  
• Sarah,  
• Asmaa,  
• Marco,  
• Donya,  
• Harbeen,  
• Heather,  
• Juliette and 
• Margo  

who worked together on the Hunt Club Riverside Park 
invasive species awareness initiative. 

 

 

Marco and Michael began by describing the project’s 
geographic context — the north side of the airport 
extending toward Riverside Park, a predominantly 
residential area characterized by green spaces, 
wetlands, and river access.  
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The goal of the initiative was to raise awareness about 
local and invasive plant species by providing accessible 
information, educational tools, and community-focused 
activities.  
 
Through classroom engagement, community 
involvement, and collaboration with city representatives, 
the team hoped to empower residents with the 
knowledge and resources needed to remove invasive 
species and replace them with native alternatives, 
helping restore local ecosystems. 
 

 

 

Donya presented a poster designed to help residents 
identify common invasive plants and understand the 
ecological harm they cause.  
 
The poster is intended to spark conversation and 
encourage homeowners to replace invasive species 
with native plants.  
 
The group noted that the poster will be available on the 
community association’s website. 

 



 4 

 

Asmaa introduced their written guide, “Choose Native, 
Not Invasive,” which explains the impacts of invasive 
species on biodiversity and soil health while highlighting 
the benefits of native plants.  
 
The guide emphasizes that sharing information is an 
important first step in supporting ecological restoration. 

 

 

Harbeen then described a classroom-focused 
component of the project.  
 
This curriculum, which spans kindergarten through high 
school, includes activities ranging from word searches 
and colouring sheets to reading comprehension 
exercises and more complex assignments for older 
students.  
 
The goal is to integrate invasive species education 
gradually and meaningfully, rather than limiting learning 
to a single assembly or presentation each year. 
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Juliette outlined the invasive species identification 
contest designed to motivate residents to learn about 
invasive plants and participate in their removal.  

Participants can submit photos of identified species and 
receive native seed packets as prizes.  

Those who remove invasives and provide before-and-
after photos can earn seedlings as additional rewards.  

The promotional materials for this initiative include 
physical posters and social media graphics, all featuring 
QR codes linking to resources and contest information. 

The project was developed in collaboration with the 
Ottawa South Eco-Action Network, which has agreed 
to provide native seeds as prizes. 

 

 

Margo demonstrated a simple website they created to 
house resources, videos, educational materials, and 
links to the contest’s Google Form.  
 
The form includes rules, visual identification prompts, 
space to upload photos, and questions about garden 
conditions so that seed prizes can be tailored 
appropriately.  
 
There is also a volunteer sign-up section to help ensure 
ongoing community engagement. 
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The presentation then shifted to the group’s final 
deliverable: a slideshow framework intended for 
community association representatives to use when 
presenting the project to various committees and 
stakeholders.  
 

Heather, Sarah and Michael explained that they 
deliberately designed the slide deck as a flexible 
“skeleton” that reps can adapt to suit different 
audiences—whether political bodies, environmental 
committees, or neighborhood groups. 
 
 

 

 

The slideshow connects invasive species to broader 
social issues, including the loss of green space in 
communities where residents may not have the time or 
resources to manage invasives on their own.  
 
The students emphasized that invasive plant removal 
intersects with  

• equity,  
• development pressures, and  
• long-term community planning.  

 
The deck includes multiple versions of key messages 
so that presenters can choose the tone and level of 
detail most appropriate for the audience. 
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The team acknowledged that the project is long-term 
and evolving, and that goals will shift over time. The 
final slides include maps, additional information 
provided by community association experts, and a 
concluding “thank you” accompanied by native plant 
recommendations. 

One of the community association members noted that 
the collaboration involved two associations, which 
sometimes caused confusion, but praised the students 
for their strong work and significant contributions.  

 

 

Other members echoed this praise, highlighting how 
helpful the materials—especially the slide deck—will be 
citywide. 
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The presentation 
concluded with 
acknowledgments, final 
introductions, and 
appreciation for the 
students’ dedication and 
learning throughout the 
project. 

 


